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of sin and oppression? Advent assures us God
will. Will all of creation finally be reconciled
to God? Advent promises exactly that, even
insisting that those of us who serve God must
play a part in that reconciliation by becoming
“ministers of reconciliation ourselves (2 Cor.
5:18).
So Advent compels us to look backward
to Christ’s coming and forward to C hrist s
triumphal return.
And how are we to
live, during this middle timer In a word,
faithfully. The Scripture readings for each
day of Advent ask more from us than just our
remembrance or our anticipation. I hey call us
to accountability before God. 1 hey call us to
be heralds of God’s good news. They call us to
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December 3

After a few months, my church a

Psalm 146
Isaiah 1:1-9
2 Peter 3:1-10
Matthew 25:1-13
Daniel Goodman
Bob D. Shepherd
Chair of New Testament
Interpretation.
School of Divinity

come on staff for the balance o

to develop some educational and
programs. I was thrilled! And

Friday afternoon, when the other

had gone home, our church secret
phone call from the hospital. Th
man who was nearing the end of
battle with his disease, and he was
see a Baptist minister.

Though w

unqualified to speak to such a my

man’s impending death, I was the
around.

dependable

cars,

home-cooked

meals

are

who endured t

things that ease my anxiety, because they are

reigns and wil

reliable.

gives me hope

1 he same can be said about sturdy

people.
Sturdy people are the ones you encounter
who are real, loyal, stand-up, honest, and
true. Most of all they are not going to let
you down when you need them the most. In
the scripture lor today’s consideration the
Psalmist describes sturdy people. They are
“happy because they do not follow the advice
of the wicked or take the path that sinners
tread or sit in the seat of scoffers... they are
like trees planted by streams of water, which
yield their fruit in due season” (Psalm 1:1,3).

December 5

These are not exactly warm and
scriptures.

Psalm 5
Isaiah 1:21-31
1 Thessalonians 2:1-12
Luke 20:9-18

Susan Carlisle Bell
Associate Professor of Art

What do they hav

Each holds forth a hope that G
up and things will be differe

interests the Lord more is th
different.

Oswald Chambers observed
much more interested in our
in answering our prayers. Ins

the pain (emotional or physica

and vet pain is surely God’s ins

wakes us up and turns us to Go

3. I have never found the surprise gifts any
less satisfying than those conceived in my
own mind.
4. In fact, I generally have found them
superior.
5. Therefore, the greatest good for me is to
expect surprises.”
Well I hope my motives weren’t cjuite so
sinister.
(And “to expect surprises’ might
be an oxymoron which defeats the argument
anyway.)
Nevertheless Christmas' coming
held out the hope of great things. So waiting
for it was hard. But the hope in the waiting
was built on solid evidence of revelation—the
promise of some good things coming and of
experience—it had always been good before.
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December 7

they first went over to the FE
hopes of meeting the homeo
Psalm 18:1-20
was no response to their knoc
Isaiah 2:12-22
climbed on top of the hou
1 Thessalonians 3:1-13 patching the holes in the roof.
all day until the sun went do
Luke 20:27-40
morning, the team returned t
continue rebuilding the roof.
climbing on the roof, a man
Deborah D. Gaddis
walked up holding hands. Th
Development Director for the walked over and introduced
Lilly Program and Assistant man asked the group leader
them to work on his house. Th
to the Dean, School of
explained that they were volu
Divinity
with a Christian-based missio
The man and the woman had

cold day after day in order to post that extra
shilling in his tally book.

greater pow
His greed f

others. He c
Sadly, Ebenezcr’s experience is not far from

fellowship. H

our own. In all of our lives there are seasons

to despair hu

where hope is elusive. We temporarily lose
our connection with our Creator as we face
the struggles of our lives. At times like these,
our focus becomes an inward gaze. We go
into survival mode where our goal is to exist,
but not really live. We pride ourselves in our
ability to get through, hut find no joy in the
journey. At those times, our relationships
with others become obligations, annoyances
and distractions rather than connections for
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power of G
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intertwined
God who is
on that supr
a renewal o

Savior. Rejo

December 9

road and prayed, reminding my

God is Lord of the cats too. Th

begged God to pull through on t

Psalm 20
Isaiah 4:2-6
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
Luke 21:5-19

Paula Qualls
x4ssociate Professor
of Religion

hours passed. No cats. Evening
came.

Still, no cats. The next

returned!

What a lesson on faith and hope
reminded of this day and the ho
on the faces of my children. T
for the lost cats was quickly tran
prayer of hopeful expectation. T
the cats to return.
wavering.

There was n

They prayed, and a

were concerned, God was sendi
back to us.

was spectacular. You got to ride right under
the 75-foot Great free which, when lit at
7:28 p.m. on Thanksgiving night to a choral

In three minu
of the Pig and
got into the

fanfare, signaled the beginning of Christmas

like Christma

in Atlanta. Priscilla the Pig was Pepto-Bismol

the cold vinyl

colored and fronted by a giant fiberglass pig

Chev y in the

head. It was pretty awful looking, but if you

the vents was
in and out of

were six, there was nothing in the world you
wanted more than to go downtown and ride
the Pink Pig.
When my brother and I reached a critical
mass of obnoxiousness during the holiday
season, Mom and Dad would pack us into
our pine-needle green 1969 Caprice Classic

I just rememb

lights. . .’’ A
slept in Heave

December 11

How could a city as large as Ep

population similar to that of C

Psalm 25
Isaiah 5:8-17
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
Luke 21:20-28

up as a collection of ruins?

Isaiah provides not an answer, b
tor me to ponder.

Isaiah spea

being made desolate, large a
houses without inhabitants, a
that produce almost nothing.

Don Berry
Associate Professor of
Missions and World
Religions; Director of the
Global Missions Center.
School of Divinity

My first thoughts go back to Eph

lifeless citv that unfolds before
who walks the streets of this onc
realize that no amount of power
peace.

I he powerful city of Eph

had to wait outside hearing her screaming
and crying as the doctors searched for answers
to this rare disease. Our lives were in chaos.
We had no answers, not even an assurance
from the doctors and nurses that she would
be alright. We cried and prayed, wondering
what was going to happen to our three year
old daughter. Our friends from the church
and college came offering encouragement and
prayers. We were terrified.
Only a week before we had celebrated
Christmas with such joy and hope with the
usual gifts and singing of carols. Now we
wondered whether there would be another
Christmas to celebrate. We could only wait
as the doctors searched for answers and
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give thanks.
O
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experienced
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December 13
Psalm 38
Isaiah 6:1-13
2 Thessalonians 1:1-12
John 7:53-8:11

Chris Breedlove
Communications Specialist,
University and Media
Relations

that has finally come and David
more than just a statement of d
plea to be rescued, a plea for pea

This Christmas season marks
half since I have become a f
member at Gardner-Webb and
a whole new chapter in life. I g
with a smile on my face and with
begin a new job, I shook my em
and, before I could make sense o
beginning to feel alone. Every
new tasks and opportunities t
people and there were exciting
was not allowing myself to enjoy

to its terror and pain: “Be still before the
LORD, and wait patiently for him; do not
fret over those who prosper in their way, over
those who carry out evil devices. Retrain from
anger, and forsake wrath. Do not fret — it leads
only to evil. For the wicked will be cut off, but
those who wait for the LORD will inherit the
earth” (37:7-8).
We face the temptation to meet violence with
violence, to retaliate in God’s name against
those who inflicted violence in the name of
God. This psalmist implicitly warns against
such action.

The whole w
Though shak
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break the c
our world. W
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the words of
the Sermon
inherit the e
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called childr

December 15
Psalm 31
Isaiah 7:10-25
2 Thessalonians 2:13-3:5
Luke 22:14-30

Bob Carey
Chair, Department of
Communication Studies

was feeling the cutting. The a
reached over and cranked the
gas. With a kindly pat he to
worry dad, it’ll be just fine.”
thought, no one ever talks that
bad news.

What had been a peaceful e
our second child, suddenly
nightmare for me. Fears flood
heard Satan telling me, “I m goi
wife and your child.’ I continue
whole event, terrified to mov
removed Hannah, and handed
nurse who immediately amb
When she began crying, the

been thinking ot at all. Beside Master Tula,
Mace Windu stirred. “Afraid to give up your
life?” Oh, that’s what they meant. Anakin
hesitated. “I dont think so.
Be mindful
of your feelings,’ Mace Windu said.
^°ur
thoughts dwell on your mother, the alien IviAdi-Mundi added.

\

miss her, Anakin admitted. Afiaid to lose
her, 1 think,’ Master Yoda said almost gleefully.
“What’s that got to do with anything?” Aren’t
jedi allowed to have mothers? “Everything.”
Master Yoda’s scratchy voice was emphatic.
“Fear is the path to the dark side. Fear leads
to anger; anger leads to hate; hate...leads to
suffering.”
o

downward sp
in God beco
felt secure, I
(Psalm 30:6)
that this false
suffering. E
God’s watchf
to God as the
and be mercif
(Psalm 30:10
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do not come
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of Peace, the
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us with joy so

December 17
Psalm 63:1-8
Isaiah 13:1-13
Hebrews 12:18-29
John 3:22-30

who redeemed you; in the Name
Spirit who sanctifies you. May

this dav in peace, and your d
in the Paradise of God.”

Wh

cursed and so blessed as to visi

intimately, he speaks truths tha

our senses. Fie speaks to us o

vanity, and transience of hum

T. Perry Hildreth
x4ssociate Professor
of Philosophy

speaks to us of restoration and w
world to come. Fie whispers to
the Eternal.

In the moments surrounding my
with Death, in a moment of d

grief, in a moment that felt so

world and take her first breath. I expeiienced
the intense |oy of holding Madison, and I
experienced the love a parent has foi then
child.
Then there was
my wife

and I

development

of

the

realization, “Wow—

were

responsible for the

a

little

person.

I

was

responsible. How could I do it.H Inhere is no
sacrifice my wife and I would not make to
ensure Madison is cared for and loved.
It hit me that if I loved this little girl so much,
how much more did God love us? God loved

December 19

I also remember mv
son’s day
J
J

cold January day, and how m

Psalm 45
Isaiah 11:10-16
Revelation 20:1-10
John 5:30-47

with pride.

We had other

somewhat tentative as the due

but those were quickly changed

friends were phoned about the

He was now my priority. I love

with him, and find great enjoy
his father.

Paul Etter
Director of Choral
Activities and Coordinator
of Sacred Music

As we prepare ourselves for t
of our Savior, let me encourag
special thank you today to ou

joy that our families bring, an
them into our lives. Sure, we

follow it to endure, even to flourish.

babies, the c
Zechariah. J
call for repen
ultimate pro

The prophet in Isaiah 28 presents the element

In all of thes

of promise which we would often prefer to

of promise

ignore. Promise is about righteousness and
justice. The human hunger for power and the

some of his
the kingdom

arrogant exercise of it contradict the purpose
and intention of God. In a given moment,
such disregard may appear unchallenged. The
biblical word of promise reminds us that those
who consider God’s promises no more than
empty words will ultimately discover to then

He, too, loo
Full realiza
future, wha
though, the
perhaps bec
“Your prom
promise of G

is arrogant and deceitful people or threats
of another kind, the Torah way of life, life
founded on God s law, enables those who

dismay that God will act.

Security concerns

December 21
Psalm 50
Isaiah 29:9-24
Revelation 21:9-21
Luke 1:26-38

finding new ways to push tha
pedal” with my infant daugh
some new way to play with her
laugh is a lot of fun for both

many adults have some degree o
when we are happy: we go for a

time with friends, we engage in

We get to tap the gas pedal a
there and manage our lives in a

Steve Varley
Vice President for
Development

moderate our emotions.

Joy, it turns out, is quite d
Christian apologist C.S. Lewis
autobiography Surprised by Joy

intense, stabbing feeling that m

I started writing. It was a letter to God about
the torment of my heart. It was replete with
reminders of my faithfulness but flavored
with disappointment in God. I felt as if He
had failed me. Why could I not feel the jov
1 preached about and read about and longed
for? Why had God not given me this most
basic of blessings? I poured my heart onto the
pages of this letter, describing my hurt and
disappointment. It went on and on.
After several minutes of writing, honestly
laying my heart before the Lord, I paused to
observe that my heart had changed. There
was a peace that overwhelmed me, bringing
a deep satisfying joy into my heart.

God

praise to our

December 23
Psalm 55
Isaiah 33:17-22
Revelation 22:6-11, 18-20
Luke 1:57-66

Sara Hartman
Secretary,
Department of Religion
and Philosophy

At the end of the summer, a new
three girls moved in across the
us. Determined to make them
welcome as we felt moving in
girls over to meet them. In the
learned that although they ma
from Wisconsin, their belongin
I could only imagine the feelin
I hev were hopeful that the m
bring their things tomorrow or
or the day after that (they did n
days of waiting turned into wee
the neighborhood heard of their
as well.
Soon our new neigh
temporary kitchen table and chair

sung about the God who has given us the gift

has come to us

of life in Jesus Christ.
Maybe some of us wish we could go back and
relive the expectancy that filled us through
Advent. Most of us like to feel hopeful. But
there comes a time when we ask, “Does what
we have felt, prayed and sung translate into
lives that glorify God?”
Psalm

24

is a poignant reminder that to

follow God is to live a certain way. From
a Christian perspective, we ask, “So what?
What difference does it make that Christ has
come to live in us and to make us his ‘new
creatures?”’

So, on Christm
and to sing. I
“How do we li
the Christ who

December 25
Psalm 98
Isaiah 52:7-10
Hebrews 1:1-4
John 1:1-14

when “in these last days h
us by a Son" (Hebrews 1:2
complete when “the Word b
lived among us” (John 1:14).
that the Advent message—G
love, grace, and salvation—
when it is merely received.
each of us onlv when it is em
through love and thus comm
us to others.
j

A. Frank Bonner
President of the University

A Christmas memory that w
me is one from an early
school as I recall. My Sunda
gave each of us one doll
then than today!) with ins

